
ACC Pursuing Information on 
Chemical Agent Disposal Sites 

L
ANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. (AFPN) — Air
Combat Command (ACC) has launched an
initiative to identify and clean up sites where
chemical warfare materials may have been dis-
posed of at many ACC installations in the past. 

Named the chemical agent records search initia-
tive (CARSI), the effort is focusing on chemical agent
identification sets (CAIS). The sets, which contain
four-ounce vials of mustard agent, were used for chem-
ical agent training from the 1920s to the 1960s. 

The initiative was prompted by the discovery of
sets during a routine environmental cleanup at
Ellsworth Air Force Base, S.D., in August 1997. 

During the early 1980s, the Army destroyed about
21,000 sets, and officials here believe most of the rest
were expended during training. However, discover-
ies like the one at Ellsworth suggest that some of the
sets may have been buried, which was an acceptable
disposal practice during the period they were used
for training. 

“There isn’t an immediate danger to the base or
surrounding communities,” said Norm Guenther, the
ACC program manager. “The potential for a problem
exists primarily during construction activities when
digging is taking place.” 

Phase II of CARSI is currently underway, and ACC
has hired Mitretek Systems, a nonprofit organization
working in the public interest, to conduct confiden-
tial interviews with current and former Air Force em-
ployees to identify potential CAIS disposal locations.
Besides conducting interviews, Mitretek will also re-
view records at ACC bases and regional repositories
for more information on CAIS use and disposal. Phase
II is expected to be completed some time this year. 

“We’re hoping that the more people we reach, the
more useful information we’ll be able to gather,” said
Guenther. 

The first phase, conducted between November
1997 and May 1998, involved a search of national
records repositories. Mitretek reviewed correspon-
dence, inventories, news reports, and other sources,
looking for references to the use of or potential dis-

posal locations of CAIS.
The results of Phase I
showed evidence of his-
torical usage of CAIS at
most ACC bases; however,
no specific disposal loca-
tions were found. 

A recovered chemical
warfare materiel response
handbook was completed
and provided to ACC
installations during Phase
I to ensure base people
have the knowledge and
the tools to respond ap-
propriately in the unlikely
event CAIS are discovered. 

“Part of this initiative is
also to make sure our peo-
ple know how to respond
should they encounter a
problem unexpectedly,”
said Guenther. “With this
handbook, they will be
able to do that.” 

Anyone with informa-
tion about the past use and
disposal of CAIS at ACC
installations should contact the survey team at
Mitretek, toll free at (877) 237-8789 or send an E-mail
message to afsurvey@mitretek.org. 

Alternatively, letters may be mailed to Donna
Grubb-Hewlett, Mitretek Systems, 7525 Colshire
Drive, McLean, Va. 22102-7400. 

Questions on the initiative should be directed to
Guenther at (757) 764-9315, or the base environ-
mental flight chief.

Editor’s Note: Published by the ACC News Service,
this information is in the public domain at http://
www.af.mil/news on the Internet.
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